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Recommendation Letter for Michelle Jurkovich: The Future Faculty Program

Basis for this letter. Michelle Jurkovich was a participant in the 2013 GW Future Faculty
Program (FFP). As part of the program, Michelle committed to implement active learning
methods in a class session to demonstrate her understanding of using objectives and
student engagement techniques. Our letter is based on visiting Michelle’s class as part of the
Introduction to Comparative Politics course. The class took place on November 21, 2013 on the
Mt. Vernon Campus.

Classroom. Michelle was a guest lecturer for a Women's Leadership cohort where students
were sitting in a semi circle. Michelle moved around the classroom while referring to a
visually engaging PowerPoint. The classroom had technology and movable chairs that aided
the use of active learning techniques.

Pedagogical techniques. Michelle's lesson plan was outstanding. In addition she implemented
this plan in a way that was student centered and involved technology, group activities and
concrete examples. Some examples of her utilization of effective learning techniques were:

+ She assigned articles before the class to get students ready for the topic and then
during the first part of the class she used a think/pair/share to find out students’ level
of understanding of the topics.

* Her PowerPoint presentation included visuals, videos and multiple examples of ethnic
conflict. One example was from her background that immediately hooked the students
and made the concepts relatable.

* Michelle constructed activities and discussion prompts that helped each student
participate. She asked clear questions, explained concepts in an understandable
manner, and interacted with each member of the class in a very natural way. It was
amazing fo see this level of expertise in a guest lecture!

After observing the class, one of the FFP facilitators spent time diagnosing the class, her
teaching style and the efiectiveness of the learning activities used. This one-on-one session
also included suggestions for improvement.

Evaluation. Michelle is an incredibly enthusiastic and thoughtful instructor. Her teaching
presence, voice modulation, and gestures establish warmth in the classroom that engages
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the students and creates an environment where all students feel comfortable participating
freely. Michelle shows interest and passion about the subject matter and her use of group
learning techniques demonstrates a very purposeful approach to using the appropriate
methods for the desired learning outcomes. Michelle is a dynamic instructor with a bright
future in connecting with students and in facilitating learning. Any institution wouid benefit
from her excellence as well as her desire to further improve her teaching.

Summary. Michelle Jurkovich has, amongst the many demands on her time, taken a course
on teaching (FFP) that met over nine sessions this semester. She has demonstrated
successful use of new pedagogical techniques in a class that we visited and has absorbed
the feedback given to her by the experienced teachers serving as facilitators for the FFP. In
addition, we note that, among the 20 doctoral students in this year’'s FFP, Michelle will be
remembered for her probing questions during the FFP discussions and her commitment to
learning. We are very pleased fo provide this letter certifying Michelle's efforts to reflect on
her own teaching and be open to new ideas about student engagement.

Elisabeth Hess Rice on behalf of the FFP instructional team:

Michelle Allendoerfer (Assistant Professor of Political Science)

Patricia Dinneen (Interim Director of the Teaching & Learning Collaborative)
Hartmut Doebel (Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences)

Elisabeth Hess Rice (Associate Professor of Special Education)

Raluca Teodorescu (Assistant Professor of Physics)
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